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2015 National Earthquake Program Managers Meeting 

May 5-8, Charleston, SC 
Holiday Inn – Charleston Historic Downtown 

 
All General Sessions in Peninsula Ballroom 

 
Tuesday May 5, 2015 (Introductions and Updates) 
11:00 Registration 
12:45 Welcome and Introductions  
              Introduction of Participants                                                Tammie Dreher-Wells 
              Charleston County EMA Director      Jason Patno 
              South Carolina Emergency Management Division Director   Kim Stenson  
              FEMA Region IV Administrator      Gracia Szczech 
              FEMA FIMA Administrator  
              NEHRP         Jack Hayes  
13:30 USGS Presentation       Joan Gomberg 
14:15 Break 
14:30 FEMA Updates  
              Where are we now? Where are we going?    Ed Laatsch  
              Headquarters Updates – What’s new? What’s coming?  Wendy Phillips 
              Regional Updates – Selected activities    Panel Discussion  
15:30 Consortia / Partners update   
17:00 Close for the day 

19:00 Optional Reception  
 Southern Charm Sip and Socialize  
 The Vendue Rooftop 
 19 Vendue Range 
 Charleston, AC 29401 
 800-845-7900 
 http://thevendue.com/restaurants/the-rooftop/  

Wednesday May 6, 2015 (Successes and Vision Building) 
08:00 State Updates  
              American Samoa       Jacinta Brown 
              Arkansas        Katie Belknap 
              Missouri        Steve Besemer   
              Oregon        Althea Rizzo 
              Washington        John Schelling 
09:00 NEMA Earthquake Program Update     Art Faulkner 
09:30 Developing The State Earthquake Program    Bruce McCullen 
 Building off 2014 Denver Meeting       
               2014 takeaways  
              What have we accomplished? 
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               How is our communication (states/states, states/federal partners, etc)?  
               What’s happening regionally?    
               Where do we need to be?    
 Building structure with the State EQ Program    
              State Earthquake Program Framework in Support to NEMA 
                         Consider states, consortiums and FEMA/NEMA 
                         What’s in place? 
                         What needs to be in place? 

12:00  Awards Luncheon      Jim Wilkinson 
13:00 Breakout Sessions 
                State       Bruce McCullen 
                FEMA 
             Breakout Reports and Discussion 
14:45 Break 
15:15 ROVER Application in Charleston, SC     Tammie Dreher-Wells 
15:45 FEMA ROVER/ 154 Updates & Overview   Mai Tong / Ayse Hortacsu 

EERI School Safety Initiative     John Schelling 
17:00  Close for the day 
 
Thursday May 7, 2015 (Training) 
08:00 Napa Earthquake Case Study     Jodi Traversaro/Kate Long 
09:00 Retrofitting Case Studies for Various Structures  Mike Mahoney 
09:30 Mitigation Cost Benefit Analysis for Low Risk States  Matthew Wall 
10:00 Break 
10:15 Panel Discussion 
                           Scenarios, Training and Exercise Creation  Gala Gulacsik/ Doug Bausch 
                           Developing Building Inspector Programs  Brian Blake 
11:15 Response Planning      Joseph Iandoli 
12:00 Shakeout       Mark Benthien 
13:00 FLASH Actions and Leveraging Partner Opportunities FLASH/FEMA    
13:45 Summary/Action items      
14:30 Break 
14:45 Best Practices in Social Media Use    Derrec Becker/Rick Fahr 
16:15 Closing Remarks      Jim Wilkinson/ Ed Laatsch 
17:00 Adjourn  

Friday May 8, 2015 (Field Trip) 
08:00 Resilient America Presentation     Steve Jaumé 
08:30 Fieldtrip – Earthquake Walking Tour of Charleston   Steve Jaumé 


