


Missouri  
S.A.V.E. Coalition 

Engineers  
Architects 
Building Inspectors 
Other Qualified Individuals Certified Under SAVE 

All Volunteer Professionals  



The S.A.V.E. Board of Directors Come From the 
Coalition’s Participating Professional Organizations: 

 
- American Council of Engineering Companies/Missouri     (ACEC/MO) 

 

- American Institute of Architects/Missouri -                             (AIA/MO) 
 

- American Society of Civil Engineers -                                           (ASCE)  
 

- Missouri Society of Professional Engineers -                                (MSPE) 
 

- Structural Engineers Association of Kansas & Missouri -       (SEAKM) 
 

- Earthquake Engineering Research Institute  -                              (EERI) 
 

- Society of American Military Engineers/St. Louis -   (SAME) 
 

- Missouri Seismic Safety Commission -    (MSSC) 
 

-Missouri Association of Code Enforcement - NEW  (MACE) 

     

Missouri  
S.A.V.E. Coalition 



What S.A.V.E. Does 
 Mostly Rapid Visual Inspections per ATC-20 and ATC-45  

 Exterior Only, Structural Life Safety 

 Post Inspection Placards: 

 

 

 

 

 

 Joplin EF-5 Deployment Data used by FEMA, Missouri 
National Guard, NIST,  and ASCE Researchers 



Missouri  
S.A.V.E. Coalition 

SAVE Coalition 

Implemented by  

RSMo 44.023  

SEMA Authorized to 
Establish Volunteer 
Inspection Program 



Missouri  
S.A.V.E. Coalition 

Duration   = 3 days 
 

Liability    = Willful & Gross  
    Negligence Only 
 

Duty With = Local Jurisdiction 
 

Expenses = Local Jurisdiction 
     Reimbursement 

S.A.V.E. Volunteer Service 



Missouri  
SAVE Coalition 

It Starts With 
ATC-20 Training & 
SAVE Membership 

Around 1,100  
Members Currently 

Source: SEMA 



S.A.V.E.  
Resource Typing 

Four Categories of Inspectors: 
1. Structural I:  Licensed Architect or Licensed P.E. (Structural) with 5 

years experience in design and/or construction  

2. Structural II:  Non-Licensed Architect or Engineer or a Certified 

Building Inspector / Code Official; or a Carpenter or Iron Worker with 5 years 
experience 

3. Special Inspector I: Licensed P.E. (Non-Structural) 

4. Special Inspector II: Non-Carpenter or Non-Iron Worker trade 

experience in construction, or a Certified Building Inspector / Code Official 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Missouri  
S.A.V.E. Coalition 

MO SEMA is the singular authority  

that can legally activate the  

MO S.A.V.E. Coalition 

 

Legal Immunity is not in effect, unless the  
S.A.V.E. Coalition has been activated by SEMA 



How S.A.V.E. 
Activates 

EVENT OCCURS 

Governor   
Declares Emergency 

Local Government Requests Building 
Inspection Help from SEMA 

S.A.V.E. Teams Begin Deployment 



S.A.V.E. Coalition 
Response 

S.A.V.E. Deploys Number of Teams 
Based on Scope of Event 
 

• Two or Three Person Teams with at least 
One Structural I or Special I per Team 

• S.A.V.E. members from just  
  outside the disaster site 
  deployed first 
• S.A.V.E. Statewide Coordinator 
   deploys to State EOC 

 



Local Government 
Responsibilities 

1. Sign Memorandum of Agreement  

2. Appoint Local Incident Commander 

3. Identify Priority Structures 

4. Deputize S.A.V.E. Members 

5. Provide Workers Compensation Ins. 

6. Reimburse travel expenses 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Logistics By  
Local Community 

Local Support for SAVE Teams 

1. Food, Lodging 

2. Transportation within Disaster Area 

3. Meeting/Assembly Place 

4. Electric, Phone, Internet, Copies 
(Desirable But NOT Required) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Structural Assessment and Visual Evaluation Coalition 

Joplin EF-5 Tornado Deployment 
May 25 – 28, 2011 

 



Joplin Aerial Photo  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Source:  National Weather Service 

 



Aftermath 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Photo Credit: Michael Goldschmidt – S.A.V.E. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo Credit: N.I.S.T. 

 

Preliminary Locations of 
Deceased 

# of 
Victims 

Preliminary Locations of 
Deceased 

# of 
Victims 

Residences - single family  54 Pizza Hut 5 

Greenbriar Nursing Home 21 
Harmony Heights Baptist 
Church 

3 

St. John Regional Medical 
Center 

15 Wal-Mart 3 

Outside (6 in vehicles) 14 Meadows Healthcare Facility 2 

Residences - apartments 11 Stained Glass Theater 2 

Unknown 8 Academy Sports Store 1 

Home Depot 8 AT&T store 1 

Full Gospel Church 7 Officer killed in the line of duty 1 

Elks Lodge 5 TOTAL   161 



Joplin EF-5 Event Time Line 
 May 22nd   5:41 pm  Tornado Strikes 

 May 22nd  5:42 pm Search and Rescue Efforts Begin 

 May 23rd  8:10 am S.A.V.E. Regional Coordinators 

    Begin Phone Tree Call Down 

 May 24th  10:39 pm  City of Joplin Requests Building 

    Inspection Help from SEMA 

 May 25th  10:19 am  S.A.V.E. SW Regional   
    Coordinator Deploys to Joplin 

 May 26-28    S.A.V.E. Inspection Team Deployment 

 



S.A.V.E. Operations Center 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Photo Credit:  Ben Ross – S.A.V.E. 



S.A.V.E. Members in the Field 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo Credit: Jeff Hower – S.A.V.E. 



Results 

 More than 7,700 Structures Inspected 

 

 36% Unsafe 

 

 

  6% Restricted Use 

 

 

 58% Did Not Present Life Safety Problems 

 



After Action 
“The S.A.V.E. Coalition’s quick response absolutely saved 

the City of Joplin. We were overwhelmed by the sheer 
magnitude of evaluating thousands of damaged 
structures… The City of Joplin, its citizens and I are 
forever grateful to the members of the S.A.V.E. 
Coalition – we couldn’t have done it without them. “ 

  Steven Cope 

  Building and Neighborhood Improvement Supervisor 

  City of Joplin 

 



Branson EF-2  Deployment 
 March 3, 2012 
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Handheld GPS Data Collection 
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Questions? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo Credit: Jeff Hower – S.A.V.E. 

 


